
 

HAZARDOUS FUELS REDUCTION  

Hazardous fuels reduction continues to be NWR RC&Dõs largest and most far-reaching project.  
Grants secured competitively from Montana DNRC and US Forest Service were utilized to assist 
landowners reduce the wildfire risk to their homes and property.  The program emphasizes thinning 
and pruning of trees and disposal of the resultant and existing woody slash from around homes.  The 
program has been very successful within the wildland urban interface by providing defensible space, 
safer ingress and egress for public and firefighters, and reducing probable landowner losses from 
wildfire. 

In total during 2009:  

§ Treatment was completed on a total of 136 individual properties covering over 615 acres.   

§ This work was done on a cost share basis with the US Forest Service/DNRC/NWR RC&D 
providing $322,000 in grant funds and the landowners contributing $126,000. 

In September 2009, RC&D was awarded $923,000 in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) funding for fuel treatments in Flathead and Lincoln counties.   

§ By the end of 2009, we completed treatments on 56 properties covering 257 acres expending nearly 
$140,000 in ARRA funds.     

§ An additional 109 landowners committed to completing similar work on approximately 714 acres 
during 2010.    

§ NWR RC&D has pledged over $320,000 of ARRA funds toward completion of this work. 
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