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AR NSRS
Lr. GoVER

Naovambear 28, 2007

Northwest Regional RC&D
803 California Ave, Suite 1
Libby, MT 59923

Dear RC&D Council Members,

I am pleased to submit this letter in support of the Northwest Regional Resource
Conservation and Development Council's Area Plan. The RC&D program has
been a great benefit to Montana’s rural areas. | am very supportive of your
volunteer efforts to strengthen our economy and ensure the wise use of our
natural resources.

| appreciate the work that the partnership between the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the RC&D Council has accomplished to assist citizens
and communities in Flathead, Lake, Lincoln and Sanders counties. Thank you
for your continued support of the citizens and counties in NW Montana.

Sincerely,

B

BRIAN SCHWEITZER
Govermnor
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MAX BAUCUS WASHINGTON, DC

MONTANA (202) 224-2651
MONTANA TOLL FREE NUMBER
. F 1-800-332-6106
nited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2602 max @ baucus.senate.gov

httpiwww.senate.gov/~-baucus

December 4, 2007

Northwest Regional RC&D
803 California Avenue #1
Libby, Montana 59923-1971

Dear RC&D Council Members:

I am honored to have the opportunity to express my strong
support to the Northwest Regional Resource Conservation and
Development Council as they submit their Area Plan to the USDA.

I RC&D program significantly benefits Montana’s rural area.
The RC&D volunteer efforts strengthen our economy and ensure the
wise use of our natural resources. I applaud the partnership
between USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and the RC&D
which works to assist citizens and communities in Flathead, Lake,
Lincoln and Sanders Counties and encourage the continued support of
the citizens and counties in NW Montana.

Again, this project carries with it my full support, and I hope
you will consider their application favorably. Please feel free to
contact my office if I can provide any additional information. I
also would greatly appreciate if you kept my office informed about
the status of this request.

With best personal regards, I am

Sincerely,
MSB/7j z
'l
BILLINGS BOZEMAN BUTTE GREAT FALLS HELENA KALISPELL MISSOULA
(406) 657-6790 (406) 586-6104 (406) 782-8700 406) 7611574 |406) 449-5480 {406} 756-1150 {406) 325-3123
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Denny Rehberg Appropriations Committee

State of Montana Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education

Financial Services

Congress of the EUnited States
Houge of Repregentatives
TWlashington, VL 20515

November 28", 2007

Northwest Regional RC&D
803 California Avenue #1
Libby, MT 59923

Dear RC&D Council:

1 am writing to express my support of the Northwest Regional Resource and
Conservation Development area plan and commend the efforts by all who participated in
the process.

The Northwest Regional RC&D Council has made great strides in their efforts to assist
rural communities in Flathead, Lincoln, Lake and Sanders Counties with developing and
conserving natural resources and enhancing economic prosperity. Implementing the
actions in this regional plan will provide citizens in the four counties with the assistance
to accomplish their goals and objectives and strengthen the communities in which they
live.

Thank you for your volunteer efforts to assist the counties and citizens in your area and 1
look forward to the benefits that rural residents will gain from this project.

K

Sincerely,

ny Rehberg
Montana’s Congressman

DRR:ksm
2
»
616 Cannon House Office Building 1201 Grand Avenue, Suite 1 950 North Montana Avenue 301 East Broadway 106 Smelter Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 205615 Billings, MT 59102 Helena, MT 626801 Suite 2 Suite 16
1202) 225-3211 (406) 256-1019% (406) 443-7878 Missoula, MT 53802 Great Falls, MT 59404
Toll Free: 1-888-232-2626 (406) 5439650 (406) 454-1066
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
THIS MAILING WAS PREPARED, PUBLISHED AND MAILED AT TAXPAYER EXPENSE
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INTRODUCTION

Thisdocument is the long range plan for Northwest Regional Resource
Conservatiorand Development, Incorporated (RO It was developed by
soliciting public input through a variety of public meetings held in the four
county area served by Northwest Regional RC&D. The counties served by this
Area Plan include the following:

Flathead Lake
Lincoln Sanders

The pupose of this plan is to provide a strategic direction for the organization.
The organization is stronger than ever before, yet more efforts are needed to
ensure a strong sustainable organization that serves the communities in our
area.

Congress passeld Food and Agricultural Act of 1962, which authorized
Resource Conservation and Development areas. The purpose of the act was to
expand opportunities for conservation districts, local units of governments, and
individuals to improve their communities multi-county areas. This included
assistance in enhancing the economic, environmental and social well being of
RC&D areas. Currently, the USDaturalResources Conservation Service
(NRCS) administers the federal side of the RC&D program. The National
Association of Resource Conservation and Development (NARC&D) provides
support to the noprofit side. This Area Plan links the two (federal and-non
profit) and sets a common direction for the next five years.

Besides the information that can be foundhe Area Plan, The reader is
referred to the 2007 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).
The CEDS is an excellent resource for additional area information.

Elk

Northwest Regional RC&D Page7
2008 Area Plan



ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW

VISION

To ensuraan enhanced quality of life defined by the citizens of the region, thus
creating a mechanism that involves a cross section of local communities,
leadership, and citizens that represent all issues, the environment and available
resources to solve problenmcélly.

MISSION

To bring our four counties together to help create local and regional economic
stability.

BACKGROUND and STRUCTURE

The original sponsors of Northwest Regional RC&D were the County
Commissionerand Conservation Districts. The Northwest Regional RC&D
submitted their application in 1992 and was formally authorized by the
Secretary of Agriculture in 1993. The RC&D Council was established to
represent the sponsors. The purpose is to unify threctunties to promote
activities that cannot be accomplished individually by utilizing all of the
natural, human, and economic resources available to the area.

Early sponsors of the Northwest Regional RC&D recognized the opportunities
available to nofor-profit organizations and filed for an official determination
letter from the Internal Revenue Service. In 1994, the State of Montana
incorporated Northwest Regional RC&D as a Charitable Trust. On July 12,
1994, IRS issued a letter of determination ggoping Nathwest Regional

RC&D as a 501 (& organization.

Northwest Regional RC&D has a 3 tier governing body including General
Membership, Board of Directors, and Executive Officers. The General
Membership is anyone willing to pay annual dues. Thar@of Director is
comprised of 1218 members who act as the governing body. Thereaftess
than three Executivef@icers who are empowered by the Board of Directors to
oversee the activities of the Council.
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Foresters 2008
L to R: Jim VanDenburd)ave Jones, Steve Penner, Rick Carlson, Bill Swope, Keith
Kenelty, Gary Dahlgren, Mason Richwine, Jennifer Nelson, Cait Faulkner

Board of Directors 2008 Board/Staff/Members 2008
Gary Winship (Treas), Chuck Whitson Wayne Maahs,Larry Van Rinsum,Carol
(2" Vice), Chris Malgren (Sec), Gary  Brooker, Gary Winship, Judy Coo&huck Hall
(Chair), Carol Brooker €1Vice) Whitson, ChrigVlalgren,DaveJones, Steve
Simonson, Gary Hall, Sugutherland,
Joyce Goss
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